OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

goaaLD C. MANN
ATTORNEY SENERAL

Honorable Burton G. iackney
County iattorney, Qearry County
Brownfield, Texas

Dear Sir: _ \ \

Opinfon No. C-147 |

Re: Can a rural high—-sakool ddstriot
newly formed by grouping held
tion to rajife ths tax rate
the disQ; cts comprising the

~ #e bave your latteyr of » Etating that you sent
us a brief on some sohool guogti out the £0th of May. ¥e
also have your telegram of A t B8 ng that you mailed us
a copy of the brief Jul 0. have fiot recelved elither copy
of the brief you mall Kewevar, as you state that it e
very important to t oty L0 have our apinion

on the questions pressnted in\your legtep before the heginning
of ths next schogl year we

awaiting further the \Yriefs

held for ths purpose of grouping
strict votes group for the purpess of high
chgtl, oan ﬁnﬁ:rr eledtion then bhe held to raise the rate

e FPool distrioct to ono dellar? HBearing in mind that

Fool dist iet,has had an election for that purpese in
April——wrDoss’ it /comes under the Statute of holding an

tpﬁ purpeose more than once in one year?

"‘E\ngkuch an eleotion can be held, to ralee the rste
after they are grouped, will the entire new diatrict, towit,
Fool and the Headow district both be eligible to vote in
sald election, or will only the Fool distriet be eligidle
to vote at such election."

We are sssuming that the scholastic population of the
diatricts affected dome within the brackets set out in Article
2922(a), Vernon's Annotatsd Clvil Statutes. We are also sasuming
that there is no outstanding bonded Lndebtednsss in any of the
affeotad districts.
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Our apswer to your rfirst question {s that unless
the rural high school d4istriot formed by grouping the Fool
Common Sghool Distriot with the Mesdow Rural High Sehool
Distrioct contalns an area greater than one hundred square
mileg, thus brisging it under the purview of Article 2922(¢)
Vernon's snnotated Civil Statutes, providing for elections
in rural high echool districts of this area, no election oan
properly be held to group the diatricts aforesaid inasauch as
Article £922(a), Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes, among
other things provides as follows:

"In sach organized county in this State and in any
county which shall hereafter be organized, the county
schaol truatses shall have the suthority to6 form one or
more rural high achool distriots, by grouping contiguous
common school districts havirg less than four hundred
soholestic population and independent school districts
having less than two hundred and fifty scholestioc popula-
tion for the purpose of establishing and operating rural
high schools . . ."

This statute vests authority to group contiguous
school digtricts in the population brackets set out therein
in the county achool trustees except where the area of the
rural high school districts would be greater than one hundred
square miles, in which case Article £922(c), Vernon's innotated
Civil Statutes applies and an eleotion smust be held.

In the event the dlstricts are grouped either by
order of the county school trusteos or by &n elegtion as set
out in Article £2922(c) as aforesald, if the districts oreated
should contain an sres of more than one hundred square miles,
an elecotion could be held under authority of Artiecle 202£(1)
to levy a uniform tax over the rural high school distriot as
a whole, at which election the qualified tax paylng voters of
such district shall vote as provided for in said article.

The tact that the Fool District held an eleotion
attemptirg to raise the rate to $l. in April snd said election
falled would have no bearing on an eleotion held over the
district as a whole to levy a unifora tex over said dalstriot
as the rural high school distriot formed by grouping the Fool
Common School Distriat with the previously formed tleadow Rural
High School Distriet wouldd compriss an entirely new legael entity.
Of ocourse, in the election held the qualified tax paying voters
-of the newly formed district as a whole would vote and the pur~
pose of said eleotion would be to levy a uniform rate cover the
district as a whole,not to_raise the rate ip the Pool District.
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Trusting that the above satisfactorily answers your
questions, we are

Very truly yours
ATTORNEY GENEmRAL OF TEXAS
E. R. Simmons _
ASSISTART
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